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The impact of Kuomintang retreat to Matsu

dialect---taken vocabulary as example

Chen Kao-Chih

R.O.C.

matsuren@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Matsu is one of the archipelagos along Fujian province coastline and was a place for nearby fishermen
for temporary shelter. The major scale of development was driven by the Kuomintang retreat in 1949. Because
of its strategic location, Matsu and Kinmen were military reserves. Although inconvenience was brought into
daily life, the economy had been further developed and the education level had been raised due to the station

and administration of military.

Matsu was exposed to foreign culture at that time and the local Min Dong culture gradually became
minor. The strong push for Mandarin movement triggered the accelerated diminish of mother tongue of Matsu
(Min Dong dialect, Fuzhou dialect). As the government paid no attention and pass away of older people,

dialect can only survive on its own, creating the serious loss of local dialects.

Kuomintang retreat propelled the prosperity of local economy but also created great impact on local
culture. The new pronunciation and vocabulary brought by the new group generated more materials for people
to communicate but also limited the popularity of original vocabulary. Young people use the combination
of Mandarin and local dialects, impacting the purity of local dialects and getting rid of the vocabulary with
ancient origins. This is a pity. The author would like to create a database for Matsu dialects so spends huge
amount of time collecting related materials. In this research the author finds significant changes of Matsu
dialects in the past dozens years. The changes have been driven by the media and the Kuomintang retreat as

well.

Among Taiwan, Penghu, Kinman, and Matsu, Matsu has special dialects. The differences are the assets
of Matsu culture. We argue for attention to mother tongue by preserving it with all available resources.
Min Dong dialects are currently minor-used language but they are one of the eight main dialects of ancient
Chinese. Thus, all available resources should be used to study Min Dong dialects and the findings can be used

by other dialect researchers for comparison and reference.

Keywords: Matsu, Matsu dialect, Matsu vocabulary, Matsu education
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